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2010 Pistol
River Wave
Bash Goes Off

Words by Rick Whidden
Photos by John Carter
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Kawin Pritchard, in winning farm.
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ha Pistal River Wave
Bashreturned in
force from a 10-year
hiatus to the remote
southwest corner of Oregon
The rugged and pristine Pacific

coastline returned the Favour with

exceptional wind and waves to
challenge 81 competitors aligned
in five divisions. By every mea

surg, the Bash dallvered a classic

windsurfing competition inall

alements of a dream event. And
the winner was, drum roll please
windsurfing, Of course, every

divisian had 2 winner too, but the
Bash had that spacial energy, in-
describably delicious, the fesling
af being part of something incr

lBly special. A clear reinforcemen

of the dynamics of a great sport
and the heights your windsurfing
axperience can raach with some
Priendly competition

Al thacoraaf the 2010
Fistol River Wave Bash were
the superb organizational skills
of newcomer Sam Bittner, a
passionate sailor only a few
YESrS remaoved fram r:&lir-!:__'p wikh
adegree in sporls markeling,
Bittner, with a never-say-die
attitude, assembled a coalition
of industry support, aligned an
exceptional team of passionate
winasurfers to cover judging and
ran it all with an infectious smila
and positive attitude. IF a stona
was left unturned no one noticed
or wera lao Lired Lo cara.

Scheduling the Pistal River
Wave Bash in mid-June is prime-
time for the Pacifc to unleash
the epposite of its namesaka.
Many who armived davs before
the Bash were blown away by a
powerful prevailing northwesterly
and dug deep for the smallest
sails they owned. On the first day
of the contest a building breeze
matched mast-high faces and
the heats just kicked off like
clackwark under the experianced
oy of head judge and retired
PwiA veteran, Matt Pritchard
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All the marbles werein
play as KP and Cisco traded ;" 0.
scnl.cm wavve ﬂdes Md :""’"cw _'I':I-'I'. ﬁl:p :-:-

cycle delivers a unigque pﬂ'-'“.' al

D ble Forwards ty Incorming water his Lo go
o" e [ ] somewhere and the current just

off the beach is a river, No one
escapes getting pounded a faw
mes. bet pounded enough and

the chilly water rewards you
wilh an ice cream headache and
fingers so numb, grabbing t
boom on a mew back is like learn
ng, to sail all over again, Lessan
earned, don't get pounded!

With the Bash just days away
from the summer solstice, the
year's longest day, a full single
elimination played out on ::.1'..' |
with Kevin Pritchard taking the
evant lead, Those talented sailors

aw a gorgeous cloud-free sunset
andearned the sat ':I' kic I':'.f:

ng the best among the

from asolic :I--'fl wavesailing
With a complete single elimina
tion, Bittner had her first event
already in the bag no matter what
happenad next But, why stop

) Yery Dest

there, with good food, live music,
great camping and more fun wave
sailing to be had?

I'he fallowing days gave
evgryone at least and ther hizat
as the Bash progressed into

double-alimination mode, and
for many, a lot mare sailing as
they battled back into position
o fight against tha top seeds
from the single eliminaticn, The
mast heats went to many of the
Jportu

JUrticrs who taak the a

nity to sigr-up for mare than one
division, Eventual junior winner

Zane Schweitzer, and runner-up
Bernd Roediger seemed to be an
the water constantly battling the

topmen in the expert division
Against the experts, Hoedigar
[1th) edged out Schweitzer

[13th] in a class of 31 pro-level
sallors—solid salling fram these

dynamic wave rippers from b

-\.-"a_|

Amathier hugs Back Lﬂnp firam Goya.
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[he expert division offered
he opportunity tomatch bottom
kurms with PWA stars such as
Kevin Pritchard, Francisco Goya,
and Kai Katchadourian. The bal-
ance of the tap spats at the end
of the day are all salid sailors,
Wit and Tyson Poor, veterar
Gorge sailors such as Nathan
Mershon and Sean Aiken, ‘v"--1..i
standouts | kr lesse Brown, Mat
Gill and Skylar Heywood and top
Irish wavesailor Tima Mullen. Give
talented sailors a venue and an
amazing event unfolds

Tha wamen, amaleurs and
masters all f
contests i

atured great
cide |'|-.":'f'.'|'|'|i'-|llii'.ll'|

The wamen's group, despite being
small in numbers 5.J.Ir_-IJ.JL--;=|-_-5
of heats with Gorge freestyle
veleran Ingrid Larouche leading

_l

Che wiay in her first wave contest
Ihirteen-year-old Fiona Wylde
sailed every women's haal and har
[unker heats as well, and despite
getting pounded on occasion
in the big surf, she eamed the
respect -\.|---.l_'".-""ll. far not only
her ability but the persistence anc
tenacity to match

Ihe amateur men's stary was
Lars tserg,-:-lr:m Veteran sailor,
journalist and ves, event arganiz
er; Lars produced the Pistol River

PISTOL
RIVER
WAVE

BASH
RESULTS

Export:
Bt Kevin Pritc han:
2nd Francisco Goya
3rd Kai Katchadouri
dth Whil Poar
Bth Mat Gill

SETHIV T o
18t Sane Schweltzer
2nd Hernd Roediger
3rd Morgan Naireaux

Masters:

1st Attila Tivadar

2nd [ i
3rd Fowyn

m:m toars

Wave Bash for years through the

905, Loming back as a competitor

and unselfishly offering Bittner
all the advice she asked far

Lars also sailed an impeccable
event towin over a surprisingly
internalional group of zailors. Mot
to be cutdone by the voungsters
in the amateurs, the masters saw
12 guys daly their youth and ail a
simgle and deuble elimination with
the title going to Attila Tivadar

in a come-fromebehind win aver
MacRaea '.--.'fldu.

As with every dream event the
finalheat in the top division puts
the Top 2 guys mano a mana. Al
the marbleswere in play as the
final expert heal at the Bash had
Kevin Fritchard and Francisco
Dovva each with one loss
for the title late on Day 4 ﬂ.:' ner

fighting

and head judge Matt Pritchard

les his way to fourth place.

put their patience on the line
andwere fully rewarded with 2
building breeze and head-high
sets ralling in. KP and Cisco
traded scorching wave rides and
Double Forwards: but in the end
voulh served KP aver experi
ence brought forth by Lisco

and the well-eamed title wenl
to Kevin, which ha gladly shares
with the sport ot windsurfing. @

Hick Whidden is the MouiSails
international sales manager ond
competed in the mosters division
ot the Bash, He earned the event’s
Good Sportsmanship maard for
felping a fellow competitor with
o broken maost ot the expense of
one of his awn heats. Formare
info on th

| et
r“lll_'l e sponsar sl I\.II"' o

Wove Baosh and the

pistalriverwo vehash.oom
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WHEN ROBBY NAISH SPEAKS. ..

Sam Bittrer, grganioer of the
2000 P boll Rivear Weawn Blash, had
Lo b Fielingy e et b b Bt
ewunt was going, As of the third
gl W AP pan Ty, eenything
hes been decided extept the
weirirepr 1 | e @agee | Civrbian,
wihichiveould go the following
dary Thars has bagen wind, wanes,
s1okid competibors, fun parties,
friendly town locals in Gold
By, wedehi=claas par ol S sl
phobographers, wor ldwide wek:
CovIaRe, indusbry support and
ewien Ehe &rival of Fobly Mass
Hir could things gat any bether?
S0 jurst Bebone 1 awands cisr-
oy when Hobiry Meschgot up

sruf saicl a lew words Lo e orowed
ghazict Sam ikt and this Rt
evenl, il g ma godse bamps |
can only imag re how Sam felt!
Iiv @ slacr | o8l = 1 Bwe=gull speech
Maih bold es sbout Sam's diwam
T I eyl ol s e o
s Fawy vee nasesd bo suppart
wvonits regardiess of whather the
Sondilicns are epic of nol 18 sud:
denby hit home for ma how specia
thss JC00 PRl Breer Wawe Eagh
t and how important Ehis event
dally is For windsurfing in North
Aerica bragine il the shoke
genaratod here can be carmied
Torwand inle bneeents on Mau
e itzcidell Lirgek and margha

v [l U5 weawe towr. Look &l
whal Sam's dresm bas staned
PP @hwrirys. haadl thee wrlmost

respect for crganizers wrhathar
1oy el i, rislingg: Fiesesliyla
or demno pwerd s | know the work it
laks Lo pul on afry @vent, whisiher
s g likow P Bah, LS. Makion-
ol g b Mt =avi it s oo
smaller | bul proving ) Bke e Bt
Coast Windeurfing Festival sed
Hakteras e Mam Thank v,
S grad all obhers event orgendz-
wrs wha put incountiess hours
of weork for B pat on the bk just
becioan ol o windsuing

FETE DEKAY. EDNIUR

Hmiak, s tha Bk, 5w phors
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